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HOW MANY CHILDREN IN THE US 
HAVE PARENTS WHO SUFFER 

FROM ADDICTION?



an alarming statistic
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1 in 8 children 
ages 17 or younger 

are living in 
households with 

at least one parent 
who has a 

substance use 
disorder. 



What are the effects of a parent’s 
substance abuse on a child’s 
behavior and performance in 

school?



Cognitive function in 
prenatal & Postnatal cases

● Neonatal abstinence syndrome

● Smaller neuroanatomical volumes

● Lesser maturation of neural tracts

 



Academic achievement

● Lower academic functioning

● Lower grade point averages 

● Increased grade retention

● Failure to pursue secondary education 



Behavioral functioning

Anxiety

Oppositional Behavior

Depression

Conduct 
issues

Low social competence

Aggressive 
Behavior



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhcQsm87mwc


In choosing drugs over their child, 
children of Parents who suffer from 

substance abuse continue to have 
behavioral issues and poor academic 

performance in school. 



Possible Solutions

Look beyond and Ask “Why”
You don’t know what is 
going on in a child’s life

Identify any signs of abuse
If a child is being abused at 

home, report ASAP

Be patient Get them professional Help
A lot of children need 
professional help, so make this 
an option

These kids tend to act out and 
struggle with school work, so 

have an open mind
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— Nelson mandela

“Our children are our greatest treasure. They are 
our future. Those who abuse them tear at the 
fabric of our society and weaken our nation.”
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Thanks for 
watching !!!


